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The fair has grown by 12% and brings together the leading companies in the international pool and spa 
market 

Piscina & Wellness Barcelona takes the plunge 
into connectivity, sustainability and innovation  

Piscina & Wellness Barcelona celebrates its 25th anniversary with a 
renewed commitment to innovation, sustainability and 
internationalisation, the three values that have guided it from the 
beginning. Thus, in its next edition, it will be showing off the latest 
technological solutions and services of the 'smart, connected and eco-
efficient swimming pool', as well as offering a global vision of residential 
and public swimming pools, aquatic facilities, and a large display of 
wellness, spa and fitness equipment.  

Organised by Fira de Barcelona in collaboration with the Spanish Association 
of Pool Professionals (ASOFAP in its Spanish initials), Piscina & Wellness 
Barcelona will bring together more than 350 exhibitors from 25 countries and 
more than 500 brands in 35,000m2 of raw exhibition space from 15th to 18th 
October at Fira de Barcelona's Gran Via venue, representing a 12% increase 
in the number of stands and surface area it occupied with respect to the 
previous edition, held in 2017. 

The trade show places more emphasis than ever on innovation and will be 
demonstrating the latest product innovations, technologies and eco-efficient 
solutions that improve sustainability, control and automation of remote 
maintenance and, above all, the pool user experience. 

The chairman of the fair
Fluidra, Eloi Planes, explains: "concepts such as health, sport, wellness, 
connectivity and caring for the environment are revolutionising the world of 
swimming pools. For Planes, "market growth depends on the incorporation of 
innovative and high quality products, as well as high added value services in 
aquatic facilities". In this respect, Piscina & Wellness Barcelona is the best 
showcase to find out about the coming trends and how to apply them both in 
new facilities and in existing ones. 

Marked international focus  
The main market leaders such as Fluidra, Espa, Pentair, Zodiac, BS Pool, 
Emaux, Renolit, QP Grupo, Ercros, Rosa Gres, Hayward, Abrisud, 
Construcciones Deportivas Condal, Aquavia, Inbeca, Thomas Wellness 
Group, Action Park, Whirlcare and Technogym will be among those present 
at the fair, which will occupy two halls at the Gran Via venue. At the same 
time, the event is once again achieving large numbers of international 
exhibitors, 58% of whom come from abroad.  

Thus, after Spain, the country that contributes the most companies is China, 
followed by France, the USA, the Netherlands, Portugal and Italy.  Due to its 
total number of swimming pools the second largest in Europe and the 
fourth-largest in the world the Spanish market offers interesting business 
opportunities for the renovation, maintenance and equipping of residential 
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aquatic facilities. The rising demand for products and services for public swimming pools and recreational 
aquatic facilities, as well as from the wellness and spa installations being promoted by the country's 
tourism sector, is also a strong attraction. That is why international firms regard the fair as a direct means 
of contacting the main players in terms of demand in Spain. 

At the same time, Piscina & Wellness Barcelona leverages the marked international focus of its offering to 
attract professionals from all over the world. This appeal to draw attendees from abroad (45% of its more 
than 13,000 visitors in 2017 were foreigners) especially helps to promote Spanish exports in the sector 

The organisation of business meetings between exhibitors and foreign visitors is planned through the more 
than 130 scheduled business meetings with "hosted buyers" - buyers invited by the trade show - from up 
to 26 countries. 300 buyers are also expected to attend, with specific domestic projects linked mainly to 
the hotel and tourism sector. 

After the success of the last edition, Piscina & Wellness Barcelona will also be holding the second meeting 
of companies and professionals from Latin America and Europe to exchange knowledge and business 
contacts. The event will be attended by architects, designers, developers, tourism investors and hotel 
operators from various Latin American and Caribbean countries, which constitute one of the main areas of 
luxury hotel investment in the world and the fastest growing regions in the wellness industry.  

Innovation and knowledge, the keys to development  
In order to share experiences and information and to show the innovation that drives the sector, the trade 
show will feature the 'Innovation Zone', a space where the most innovative products in the trade fair will be 
exhibited as well as the winners of the 2019 Pool & Wellness Awards. There will also be the exhibition "IoT 
Smart Water" with digital solutions applied to pool controls and maintenance, a consulting area on 
internationalisation and financing for companies, and the Startup.Village, Piscinawellness.FONT where a 
dozen technology-based companies will present their projects and business concepts related to water and 
wellness and participate in meetings with investors from the Keiretsu Forum network. 

In addition, for the third consecutive edition, the Wellness Experience space will be re-created once more, 
a complete wellness centre that will allow you to see the technical systems required for its operation, 
consult experts and learn about the latest trends in design, equipment and technology, as well as services 
and treatments that can be offered. The event will also be the setting for the Wellness Experience 
Professional Conference, in which more than 20 experts will participate as speakers, and several micro-
workshops and demonstrations of aquatic therapies such as H2O Mindfulness, Thermal Yoga, Aqua 
Elastic, Ai-Chi or Bahiku. 

Piscina & Wellness Barcelona will also be hosting various conferences, including the 4th Aquatic Leisure 
Symposium, which will debate issues related to the safety and management of swimming pools and 
recreational facilities at hotels, camp-sites and holiday resorts. There will also be a series of conferences 
dedicated to public swimming pools and sports centres, a seminar organised by the Fitness Management  
School focusing on the search for a balance between humanisation and technology, and several 
conferences related to digitalisation, sustainability and hotel management, with the participation of the 
International Circle of Hotel Directors (IACHR), among other topics. 

The 25th anniversary edition 
To commemorate its 25 years accompanying the Spanish pool sector in its evolution and growth, Piscina 
& Wellness Barcelona has set up a photography exhibition with images of the different editions of the 
event. In the same vein, the main event of the fair, held at the Gran Via venue on 15th October, will be the 
presentation of this year's prizes, followed by a party that will bring together the main companies and 
professionals in the sector. 

Piscina & Wellness Barcelona will coincide at the same time and venue as the International Caravaning 
Show. 

Barcelona, October 2019 

Mª Gloria Dilluvio Bianchi  Maria Dolors Herranz  
Tel. +34 93 233 21 72 - 93 233 25 41  
gdilluvio@firabarcelona.com  
mdherranz@firabarcelona.com 
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It will include the presentation of a virtual assistant that adapts the spa to the mood of the user  

Piscina & Wellness Barcelona builds a more 
digitalised and experiential wellness centre 

Piscina & Wellness Barcelona surprises once again by building a complete and modern wellness 
centre called Wellness Experience, at an edition which will show how connectivity and digitalisation 
are integrated into the spa in order to generate new user expe riences. This space is designed for 
professionals linked to tourist establishments, sports centres and businesses related to health and 
wellness to check the equipment and services required for an installation of this type to be 
functional, sustainable and profitable. 

At the same time, the Wellness Experience, which will be fully operational from 15th to 18th October at the 
Gran Via venue, will also be the setting for demonstrations and workshops of different water activities 
linked to sport, wellness and health, as well as a forum for knowledge through its technical seminars, 
focusing on the operation, equipment and focus of the business of spa resorts, wellness centres, spas and 
thalassotherapy centres. 

Occupying an area of 612 sq. m in Hall 1 of the Gran Via venue, "Wellness Experience" will reproduce the 
different rooms of a wellness centre such as the reception, waiting room, fitness room, spa area, sauna, 
treatment cabins, changing rooms, bathrooms, swimming pool and jacuzzi. All of them equipped with t he 
latest developments and market technologies provided by several exhibiting companies.  

The central area will be the active swimming pool, the work of Construcciones Deportivas Condal, which 
will host various activities related to wellness and health, such as aquatic physiotherapy workshops or 
demonstrations of relaxation techniques such as thermal yoga, Tibetan singing bowls, Ayurveda or H 2O 
Mindfulness.  

The design of these rooms, taking care of the dimension, the ambience, the materials and flooring used 
and the technological solutions installed, has been entrusted to the Aia Arquitectura studio, which won the 
Piscina 2017 Prize for the best "Swimming pool in a wellness centre" for its work in the Metropolitan 
Sports Centre in Badalona (Spain). For his part, the architect Josep Ferrando, an expert in the use of 
recyclable materials and in sustainable structure projects, will be responsible for the common areas and 
the rest of the Piscina & Wellness Barcelona activity spaces.  

Intelligent wellness is here 
One of the attractions included, for the first time, in the Wellness Experience, will be a spacious cabin with 
an 'experiential' spa regulated by Moodify, a virtual assistant that proposes sensory circuits in the pool, 
sauna, shower or spa, adapted to the mood of the user. This system, which will be presented for the first 
time by Fluidra Accelera, is capable of creating various combinations of lighting, music and aromas to 
create a relaxing, fun or energetic atmosphere, depending on the customer's wishes.  

Thus, to immerse themselves in a revitalising or soothing bath, the user simply has to indicate which 
session they wish to experience according to their needs via the application screen or by voice. In 
addition, through Amazon's intelligent speaker, Alexa, the device will be able to guide the user, pointing 
out activities and circuits exactly as a professional would do.  

At the same time, different treatments will be carried out in the cabins, as well as cryotherapy sessions that 
will be carried out with the Cryo Arctic equipment, a world first provided by the company Sonnen Land. It 
is a cryotherapy chamber for the whole body that reaches a temperature of -140ºC. Its main applications 
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are related to weight loss, preventive medicine, energy increase, functional recovery, improvement of 
physical performance and as an antidepressant. Other equipment used in the cabins will be the Cryo 
Penguin, for treating localised areas of the body. It is applied in advanced aesthetics to improve the 
texture and firmness of the skin or to eliminate cellulite, and in the field of sport in the recovery of injuries, 
pain relief or inflammation. 

Technical seminars 
As a complement, this space will host in an annexed room the Wellness Experience Professional Seminars 
in which more than 20 experts linked to technical, medical, physiotherapy, commercial or management 
specialities of this business will participate as speakers. Speakers include names such as the medical 
director of the Talaso Atlántico and Loida spa, Salvador Ramos Rey; the architect, founder and creative 
director of Studio Gronda, Diego Gronda; the marketing director of the Patronat de Turisme Costa Brava 
Girona, Jaume Marín; the co-founder of Mindful Travel Destinations Jimmy Pons; the director of the anti -
ageing cosmetics centre INNAT Barcelona, Marisa Juárez; the Ayurveda therapist, Elena Álvarez 
Domínguez; the director of Torrens & Pacheco, a company that organises Wellness Experience activities 
and seminars, Teresa Pacheco; and the consultant and expert in spa resorts and spas, Gerard André, 
among others. 

Gerard André, a consultant, will offer a free advice service to visitors who come to the Wellness 
Experience to answer questions about products and equipment as well as questions related to the 
business approach and the management of wellness projects. André is a senior wellness consultant 
specialising in feasibility analysis, design, programming and operational management of wellness and 
tourism establishments.  

A sector on the rise 
With this space, Piscina & Wellness Barcelona seeks to promote greater knowledge and commercial 
development of the wellness sector, which is continuing its ascending trajectory. According to the Global 
Wellness Economy Monitor 2018 report, the spa industry generated $119 billion in  revenues worldwide in 
2017, including the spas themselves and other related services. With 3,304 spas, Spain is eighth in the 
ranking, headed by the United States, of the 20 countries with the highest spa industry revenues. This is 
also due to the progressive integration of wellness centres in establishments dedicated to tourism, such as 
hotels and resorts, camp-sites and other tourist accommodation.  

 

 

Barcelona, October 2019 
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26,000 new swimming pools will be built in Spain this year 

The swimming pool sector forecasts a turnover 
of 1,274 million euros, 6% more than in 2018 

2019 will be a new year of sustained growth for the swimming pool sector in Spain, demonstrating 
the good health of its companies and the dynamism of a market that is 
very receptive to innovation. The sector expects to close the year with 
a turnover of 1,274 million euros, almost 6% more than the previous 
year, according to the analysis of the sector carried out by the Spanish 
Association of Swimming Pool Professionals (ASOFAP) and the Piscina 
& Wellness Barcelona trade fair, which will be held from 15th to 18th 
October at the Gran Via venue of Fira de Barcelona.  

Among the participants in this study - which brings together the opinions 
of 228 companies - we can find manufacturers and product distributors, 
equipment and technologies for swimming pools, as well as builders, 
installers and maintenance companies from all over Spain. The business 
climate reflected in the 'Sector Barometer' is generally very favourable for 
2019: Two thirds of the companies will outperform last year's results in 
terms of turnover - most of them between 5% and 10% growth - one third 
expect to remain stable compared to the previous year, and only the 
remaining 5.7% will obtain worse results than in 2018. 

This good performance of the current business is also manifested in the 
Business Confidence Index 2019-2020, which stands at 43.7 points, and 
which measures both optimism and confidence of entrepreneurs, as well 
as real business data. 56.1% of the companies consulted consider their 
business prospects for 2019 to be favourable, 39.9% average and 3.9% 
unfavourable. 

This level of confidence is lower than previous years (68.5 in 2017-18, and 
63.5 points in 2018-19) which seems to point to a slowdown in business 
growth for companies in the swimming pool sector in 2020, probably 
motivated by economic uncertainty. However , 44.3% of the companies in 
the sector expect 2020 to be a favourable year; 46.9% expect average 
growth, while 8.8 have unfavourable prospects. 

For the president of ASOFAP, Pedro Arrebola, "the 'Barometer' reflects the 
strength of the Spanish swimming pool sector, which has undergone five 
years of sustained growth and has managed to balance business 
opportunities in markets such as new construction, refurbishment and, in 
particular, maintenance, which is gaining strength with the increase in 
demand for high value-added products and services". According to 
Arrebola, the key to increasing confidence levels is to continue to push for 
innovation and the professionalisation of the sector.   

Spain is the fourth country in the world and the second in Europe in terms 
of the number of swimming pools, 
with a current total 1.3 million units, including those for residential use and 
those for public and collective use). It is, therefore, a mature market with 
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special appeal in terms of equipment, maintenance, refurbishment and comprehensive renovation of these 
facilities.  

The current year has seen a significant upturn in new construction, especially in the area of public and 
communal use. ASOFAP estimates that 26,000 new swimming pools will be built in Spain in 2019, 6% 
more than in 2018.  

This fact is confirmed in the 'Barometer' where new construction increases its relative importance among 
the main business lines of the sector, representing 36.8%, while renovation accounts for 27.5%, and pool 
maintenance, 35.6%.  

With regard to the type of swimming pools according to their use, 64% of the firms' business is dedicated 
to the installation or maintenance of residential swimming pools, that is, those located in private homes. 
Meanwhile, the volume of business from public and communal swimming pools (residential communities, 
tourist establishments, water parks and sports centres) accounts for 36% of the market.  

Digitalisation and sustainability, the main trends 
Most companies in the swimming pool sector point out the lack of officially certified professionals, 
unqualified practitioners and the absence of official training qualifications related to the installation and 
maintenance of swimming pools as the main challenges. There is growing concern among firms in the 
sector about the key technical aspects for carrying out their activity, such as the regulatory framework and 
the disparities in regulatory criteria between Autonomous Communities, as well as the absence of 
technical reference manuals for professionals in the sector. 

Compared to 2018, the sector is less concerned about the effects of on-line sales of swimming pool 

technical competence.  

As for the products in most demand this year, salt electrolysis equipment leads the ranking, followed by 
LED lighting systems, process automation solutions such as robot cleaners as well as dosing and control 
systems continue to be in high demand. In addition, this year, the 'Barometer' confirms the consolidation 
of the demand for innovations that enhance connectivity (IoT) and generate new services associated with 
swimming pools. At the same time, there has been an increase in the implementation of solutions that 
enhance sustainability in the sector (energy-saving systems for water, air conditioning systems with solar 
panels, covers, etc.).  

The president of Piscina & Wellness Barcelona and executive president of Fluidra, Eloi Planes, stresses 
that concepts such as smart, water quality, digitalisation and wellness will transform the way the sector 
presents its innovations to end customers over the next two year -related 
services more than products", has predicted Planes, a trend that the 'Barometer' has also picked up, and 
one that will present its results more widely during the fair. 

The swimming pool sector in Spain is made up of 2,500 companies that employ 70,000 people directly 
and indirectly.  

About ASOFAP 
The Spanish Association of Swimming Pool Professionals (ASOFAP) is the entity that integrates and 

represents the entire value chain of the sector (manufacturers, distributors, industrial pool professionals 
and maintenance). Among its objectives are the greater professionalisation and internationalisation of the 

sector through training measures and cross-border agreements, the approval of trade show policies 
governing the sector, the fight against uncertified practitioners and representing the sector in relations with 
the various competent authorities and society. 
 
About Piscina & Wellness Barcelona 
Held every two years, it is one of the most prominent events in the international calendar of the swimming 
pool sector and the most international in Europe in its special field. It is organised by Fira de Barcelona in 
collaboration with the ASOFAP. In its next edition, which will take place from 15th to 18th October, it will 
bring together more than 350 direct exhibitors from 25 countries at the Gran Via venue.  

Barcelona, October 2019 
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Firms will be able to connect with investors from the Keiretsu Forum network at the event  

Connectivity takes centre stage at the startups 
that are participating in Piscina & Wellness 
Barcelona  

Connected swimming pools, smart clothes, sports timing systems or flip-flop dryers are some of the 
new initiatives presented by the startups chosen to participate in the Startup Village, 
Piscinawellness.FONT, an area where a dozen emerging companies will present their projects at the 
next edition of Piscina & Wellness Barcelona, and where entrepreneurs will be able to meet clients 
and people interested in financing new companies, as well as explaining their applications and 
business plans. 

Projects participating in the Startup.Village, Piscinawellness.FONT, Piscina & Wellness Barcelona will have 
the opportunity to come into contact with an industry that is increasingly receptive to digitalisation and 
new technologies. This area, sponsored by Fluidra Accelera, will give them a vision of the transformation 
into products, technology and services that can further boost the swimming pool and wellness industry.  

In this sense, the startups present at the event work in different areas such as sustainability, sport, 
technology or the textile industry, among others. These include Burüburan, which has launched the 
world's first flip-flop dryer and sanitiser that prevents the spread of fungi and bacteria; Bionox, a company 
that develops smart and bioactive clothing for medical applications and to improve sports performance; 
Macsha, a company that sells timing systems for sports events; and Yupcharche, a manufacturer of public 
charging stations for mobile devices that can be located in sports facilities. In addition, IoT Smart Services, 
an expert in developing IoT services, Fixme, a platform that offers physiotherapy services and personal 
training at home, and Moodify, a virtual assistant from Fluidra Accelera that creates sensory circuits 
according to the user's mood, are also participating.  

There will also be international projects such as BioPoolTech, a French startup that develops the concept 
of the Bio and connected swimming pool; or Dive The World, a Hong Kong company that is an expert in 
organising diving trips.  

Within the framework of these forums, the best startup will also be chosen from among the 10 international 
companies that have been selected to take part in the event, which will be held from 15th to 18th October 
at Fira de Barcelona's Gran Via venue.  

Investment Forums 
Finally, with the collaboration of Keiretsu Forum, two Investment Forums will be held in which topics such 
as industrial investment in startups and investment metrics in the form of a round-table discussion will be 
dealt with. Emerging companies will then be able to present themselves to a variety of national and 
international investors: Hulya Koc (USA), Ted Elvhage (Stockholm), Duygu Eren (Istanbul), William Saphiro 
(USA), Fernando Moroy (Keiretsu Forum), Xavier Servat (Fluidra), Ángel San Segundo, Mario Brassesco 
(Encomenda), Victor Rahona (Lanzadera), Silvia Baró (LANAI Partners) Jaime Biel (Faraday), Germán 
Cutillas (Fitalent) or Álvaro Hita (Intelectium).  

Since 2007, Keiretsu Forum has helped finance more than 150 startups in Spain, some of which are 
becoming major players in their industries, and inducing major changes in the way things are done.  

 

Barcelona, October 2019 
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The forum brings together the main players in the industry to learn about trends and generate business 

Piscina & Wellness Barcelona celebrates the 
second EuroLatin American meeting 

The second Piscina & Wellness Latin America-Europe business meeting will take place in Barcelona, 
within the framework of the event dedicated to the industry organised by Fira de Barcelona. The 
forum aims to generate new points of collaboration between companies and professionals, learn 
about trends and business opportunities, as well as share experiences and knowledge. The 
attendees, who will participate in different activities, conferences and workshops, are experts in 
different areas such as technology, architecture, design, sustainability or construction.  

The meeting will deal with the transversality of the wellness concept and the different actors that are part 
of the development chain of a project of this type. In addition, the forum is a tool for companies and 
professionals to become internationally known who want to penetrate the market or generate visibility to 
those who want to diversify their business. Latin America is the region with the highest growth in the 
industry and one of the markets that most hotel and tourism investment is currently attracting and that has 
the best forecast for the future. 

Throughout the meeting, visitors will be able to hear the opinions of experts such as Carla Esobedo, 
project and design director of Intercontinental Hotels (IHG), one of the most important hotel companies in 
the world; Luis Alonso Balaguer, considered the most outstanding professional in wellness centres in 
Europe and Latin America; Jesús León, purchasing director of Blue Diamond Resorts, one of the most 
outstanding hotel groups in Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean; or Marco Praga, architecture 
director of GVA, the main hotel studio in Latin America, among others.  

The forum lasts two days and is divided into different activities and workshops with the aim that attendees 
receive a global view of the market, know where the industry is heading and can establish new 
employment relationships.  

On the first day, 15th October, there will be conferences, round-table discussions and business meetings 
between profiles who may be interested in working together; in addition, in the evening, the Piscina & 
Wellness prizes will be awarded at a gala dinner. On 16th October, attendees to the Piscina & Wellness 
Barcelona trade fair will continue working to generate synergies between professionals and companies in 
the industry through different meetings.  

Barcelona, October 2019 
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