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Call for Expressions of Interest:  

NextGenerationEU Projects @ BforPlanet 2021 

Terms and Conditions 

 

Entering the Call for Expressions of Interest implies full acceptance of its rules 
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1. BforPlanet: Planet in Need, Business in Action. 

BforPlanet is the multi-stakeholder platform for sustainability that brings together people and organizations 

across the world to discuss and propose solutions to the great challenges currently facing humanity. It is 

focused on the United Nations 2030 Agenda and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), with the aim of 

catalysing the so-called “sustainability triangle”: a model that is good for the planet, for the economy and for 

the individual. In the upcoming edition, a global physical-virtual hybrid event will take place on 7th and 8th 

July 2021 in Barcelona.  

The social and economic crisis caused by the pandemic made the achievement of SDGs even more challenging, 

but also more urgent and necessary than ever. There is an urgency to develop some policies, adapt business 

models with social impact or design products and services in a way that helps different interest groups: from 

clients to suppliers or final consumers. More and more companies show that seeking a positive social impact 

leads to new business opportunities, pointing in the direction of the so-called “inclusive capitalism”. 

Although the United Nations Agenda 2030 was set before the COVID-19 global crisis, it is an excellent roadmap 

for recovery and perfectly adapted to the immediate and long-term needs generated by the pandemic. It is 

estimated that achieving the SDGs could unlock more than US$12 trillion of market opportunities and create 

up to 380 million jobs by 2030. 

The 2030 Agenda is more than a set of goals, it is an action plan for people, the planet and prosperity, it 

provides a vision of the society we want and a shared language that facilitates the establishment of key 

agreements. 

According to experts, more than 65% of the 2030 Agenda cannot be achieved without the involvement of 

urban and local actors. In short, it is in the cities where the success or failure of achieving a more sustainable 

development will be decided. Cities, metropolitan areas, regions and countries had already been working on 

locally interpreting the agenda, adapting it to the conditions of each context and monitoring its progress. 

Europe is gathering a momentum with the approval of the next long term EU budget and with largest stimulus 

package ever financed in Europe. A total of 1.8 trillion euros will help rebuild post-COVID-19 Europe. 

NextGenerationEU is a €750 billion instrument that will help repair the immediate economic and social 

damage caused by the coronavirus pandemic. Post-COVID-19 Europe will be greener, more digital, more 

resilient and better adapted to current and future challenges. This recovery plan will lead the way out of the 

crisis and lay the foundations for a modern and more sustainable Europe.  

There is a unique opportunity for the entire ecosystem committed to the sustainability of the planet. 

During this process, cities, metropolitan areas, regions and countries have had the opportunity to review their 

strategies, action programs and projects, initially aligned with the achievement of the 2030 Agenda, and now 

focused on gaining access to NextGenerationEU Funds. Investment in these projects will make it possible to 

take a leap in scale and recover a good part of what the pandemic has taken away. 
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European funds represent an exceptional opportunity to carry out projects that would not fit into an ordinary 

budget of an administration. The pandemic opens the doors to make structural changes that will have a lasting 

impact in the future. 

The recovery plans sent by each EU member country can take advantage of previous diagnoses and initiatives 

that respond to sustainable development goals and have the opportunity to accelerate and expand the scope 

of the great program of structural reforms promoted by governments in recent years. Through different 

channels, governments have made different calls for expressions of interest to receive proposals from public 

promoters, public-private collaboration, or exclusively private projects. 

What are the most unique and mature projects? Which are the most innovative, with the greatest impact 

and transforming capacity in society? What we seek is for the legacy of the pandemic to be a prosperous 

future. 

BforPlanet is the meeting point where thought leaders and decision makers can achieve a common response 

to the great challenges we face as humanity. Being part of BforPlanet in 2021 means taking advantage of this 

momentum and sharing these projects with high-level participants: government representatives, 

international institutions, entrepreneurs and organizations committed to sustainability, as well as a physical 

and digital audience. This meeting point in July 2021 will serve to continue working on the implementation of 

these projects, inspire and generate synergies to achieve a lasting and inclusive recovery. 

Participate to: 

✓ Give visibility to the strategies, action programs and projects that respond to the digital and ecological 

transition of your territory. 

✓ Network and generate synergies with key actors. 

✓ Explore new opportunities of public-private collaboration. 

✓ Share knowledge, provoke discussion, and inspire new actions. 

✓ Get inspired by concrete examples and ways of implementation. 

Be part of this global community, an ecosystem committed to creating powerful solutions, the ones that will 

help to address the economic and social impact of the COVID-19 pandemic whilst ensuring a green and digital 

transition and promoting a more sustainable and resilient future. The challenges we face are immense and 

only by working together will we be able to tackle them. Here you have the opportunity to participate at the 

BforPlanet through this Call for Expressions of Interest process.  

2. Purpose of the Call for Expressions of Interest  

This Call for Expressions of Interest is looking for the flagship projects that are candidates for receiving the 

NextGenerationEU temporary recovery instrument within the framework of sustainable, green, inclusive, 

equitable, safe and healthy planet.  



              

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4 
 

This call for expressions aims to highlight at BforPlanet this year the projects endowed with transformative 

capacity that will reduce the direct economic and social impact of the pandemic, and that contribute to making 

Europe greener, more digital, more resilient and more adapted to current and future challenges.  

In accordance with the Recovery and Resilience Facility and the NextGenerationEU instrument, agreed by EU 

leaders in July 2020, we invite interested parties to submit participation proposals to present projects, reforms 

and investments in the six defined policy areas: 

• green transition, 

• digital transformation, 

• smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and jobs, 

• social and territorial cohesion, 

• health and resilience, 

• policies for the next generation, including education and skills. 

3. Organizer of the Call 

The call is organized by BforPlanet and Tomorrow.City  

4. Who can participate?  

The call is aimed at the European public sector, institutions that represent cities, metropolitan areas, regions 

and countries, companies, consortiums of public-private collaboration, R + D + I centers, associations and 

networks, with the capacity to submit innovative projects with high transformational value that meet the 

requirements to receive the NextGenerationEU Recovery Funds. 

5. Ways of Participation 

There are different ways of participation for the organizations interested to be part of BforPlanet this year: 

 

• Exhibition Space 

Show your strategy, emblematic project, or initiatives to the world. Display your commitment with the 2030 

Agenda and the great transformative capacity of your proposal. Hire a space and customize your own stand.  

As an exhibitor, you will benefit from: 
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✓ Visibility in the BforPlanet website, social media channels and exhibitor list 

✓ 10 invitation for the BforPlanet in Barcelona 

✓ 4 Exhibitor passes (access to the congress included). 

 

• Possibility of having a speaking slot in the BforPlanet Congress Program 

Submit your interest as soon as possible to have the opportunity to be a speaker on the BforPlanet Congress 

Program. Submissions to participate as a speaker must only be made by the highest level of your organization.  

We strongly recommend institutions with a clear strategy, or relevant projects in several fields to submit their 

interest combining the different projects/initiatives developed.  

It will be considered the most innovative projects that were submitted to receive the NextGenerationEU funds 

and are committed with the UN 2030 Agenda. The proposal must show a balance of innovative characteristics, 

sustainable impact in the territory, and clear proof of feasibility. We are searching for projects that creates a 

positive change for the planet, our people, and the communities where we live, work, and do business, aligned 

with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Possibility to be part of our digital platform Tomorrow.City 

Taking into account the existing materials that you have to present your NextGenerationEU project (audio 

visual, presentation, article, etc) we will offer the opportunity to be part of Tomorrow.City, a platform to 

accelerate sustainable and inclusive cities, where BforPlanet contents will be hosted after the celebration of 

the event. 

6. Presentation of Proposals 

To enter in the running Call for Expression of Interest to presenting your NextGenerationEU project at 

BforPlanet, please fill in the form available online. 

Proposals must be submitted electronically via our website and are to conform to the terms and conditions 

here included. 

The form and all complementary information will have to be filled out entirely in English or Spanish.  

No proposals in any other languages will be accepted. 

The organization reserves the right to ask for any clarification or additional information about the submitted 

entries. 

No additional documents to the web form will be accepted, unless requested by the organization. 

https://tomorrow.city/
https://www.bforplanet.com/next-generation-eu/form
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Please do not leave any field blank. The web form to be fulfilled will require: 

• Organization Details* 

• Partners involved*: name / job title / organization details (max 300 characters) 

• Submission title of the Next Generation EU project* (max 100 characters) 

• Main Policy Area* (select from the list) 

• Brief description of the proposal* (max 300 characters) 

• Abstract* (max 2500 characters) 

You may include the context of implementation, added value of the proposal, methodology of 

resolution, solutions/conclusions, and any other information helpful to understanding the main ideas 

of your proposal. Please include the innovative characteristics of the proposal, the expected results, 

and the sustainable impact of the proposal. Provide information including a quantification of the scope 

of the impact. Please state the feasibility of the proposal and the potential for replicability. Explain the 

potential of the proposal to be replicated in other sectors, regions, countries, or even in different 

modes. 

• Reference website of the proposal* 

You may include here a link to an explanatory website or video of the proposal. 

• Supporting Document*: 

The uploaded document should be no longer than 10 pages/slides. Only PDF format will be accepted. 

• Proposal images/pictures: 

The photos should represent the Next Generation EU project proposal, showing either the 

materialization of the solution or the city/country/group of people that benefit from it. Please include 

5 landscape format images/pictures that better represents your proposal. Only JPEG format in high 

resolution (at least 2048px) will be accepted. If your proposal is selected, the organizers may make 

public these images and use them in a large size projection screen. Please avoid infographics, 

PowerPoint presentations and screenshots (these ones can be included in the supporting document). 

• Ways of Participation* 

Please indicate in which ways you would like to participate in the event (select the ones that apply from 

the list): 

o Exhibition Space 

o Possibility of having a speaking slot in the BforPlanet Congress Program 

o Possibility to be part of our digital platform Tomorrow.City 

• Proposed Speaker Information: 

If you are interested to present the project in BforPlanet Congress Program, please provide us 

information about the proposed speaker. (Name, Surname, Job title, Organization, City & Country) 

• Short Speaker´s Bio: (max 300 characters) 

• Presentation Language: 

Participations are expected to take place in English, but the event will count on Spanish to English 

translation. If your proposed Speaker prefers to speak in Spanish, please let us know in this field. 

• Social Media Accounts: LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook 
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7. Submission Period 

The Call for Expressions of Interest will be open until June 21st 2021, 23:59:59 CET (Central European Time).  

8.  Publicity & Promoting the Projects 

The organizers may use, for their communication and publicising activities, information relating to the 

proposals, documents notably summaries for publication as well as any other material, such as pictures or 

audio-visual material that it receives from the participants (including in electronic form). 

The organizers will publish the name of the organization who submitted the project, their origin, and their 

nature and purpose. 

 

Photos and videos taken by the organizers during the event are the sole property of the BforPlanet and might 

be used for branding purposes. 

9.  Schedule 

Calendar 2021 Action 

May 28th  Call for Expressions of Interest launched 

June 21st  Deadline for submitting proposals 

July 7th and 8th Celebration of BforPlanet 2021 

10. Intellectual and Industrial Property Rights 

The participant is responsible for the authorship of the submitted proposal; he/she is the owner of the 

intellectual and, where applicable, industrial property rights thereof.  

The participant is accountable for the proposal submitted not violating intellectual property rights, industrial 

property rights, copyright and/or image rights and assumes complete responsibility with regard to third 

parties: the Organization is free of all liability. 

Should the project become part of BforPlanet, the participant authorizes the Organization to disseminate, 

reproduce and publish the proposal in any format and using any medium to publicize the BforPlanet. 
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11. Data Protection 

Due to the sensitive nature of the information supplied, the organizers guarantee to keep the participants’ 

contact data confidential outside the sphere of the BforPlanet and Tomorrow.City.   

The organizers may make public any details considered as public (submission title, organization in charge, 

person in charge, websites, description, sent images or pictures, short video, purpose, and policy area). 

12. Queries and Suggestions 

If you have any queries, suggestions or if you are interested in commercial opportunities to enhance your 

organization’s profile at the BforPlanet 2021, please contact: bforplanet@firabarcelona.com 

 

Entering the Call for Expressions of Interest implies full acceptance of its rules 

 

mailto:bforplanet@firabarcelona.com

